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Date No.

From Raumoncl Klma G'(AGrLG‘Qk
B)ock N2, ##07- -305,
H“% Mo K'o Avenue 4.,

S:'n%a'por‘e 560112,

Date : ] Fe.laruané 2018

To: The Select Committes (Foke Noss)
The. Uerk of FParliome s,

Pos |} cment Howse,

ralie= | Parlomet Ploce, Su’f\(\;,c.voo('Q 17&§ 80

Deor Sir, Mot ,

VR Education aaé)o\fms'i" Ffalse hood

Evuo(Qn’Hu(\) in_whot is qow\ac\, on _in reoal- ’leAfAQ)\ we_read
‘Fewer Ut students o worruém% +eend “ (The Straits Times -
HV\%\AS'}“ 24, 2015')’ and read “Porel ‘will ensure space for
bgal‘f‘k% du;cow‘sgg' '§;§Mgar% 12, 20i8), Q@d reod “ake care
ot to stifle genuine discourse "<-SOJ\U\GU'13 18, 2018), it Is
obvious that o reel education in needed tn understand Hhat
— _ lwhen mal-informed, when DFDV:U’QA wiTA ms‘l‘ m\hﬁ Sl\a,kespaares
‘The Merchant Of Venice’ to r‘e_a.ol for e;mmple The r"eaaler_v con
I te inte “O‘ SQ,” ts._read:-

} Hdw every fool can p,o.u upon the _word, T_+hink
TH\Q }se.s'f %(‘QCQ O'F wit W; / jAor'Hu +W"n II\+O S /ance
ond discourse arow commendable in none m\hé byt
porcots: go_in sirroh, bid them prepare. .

Wi} g 5/\0.}(0590_0\4"@. The Merchast O*F Venice, Act3, Scone S,

n

Ig— You Hink fit, or that it mouy be done,
Give me O\O‘VM"}‘C\%Q of some brief discowrse.
{A}fllf_o.m Shokespeare; Othello, Act 3, Scene |.

’7

U<RAD

Recvcle
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Date Na.

| I‘F You 7Ceel uour;e/-F no+ ‘Fl++rr\a ua'/‘

)
And ‘Furmsked w:'H\ Your old S'h'zn%'H\ T sbon s cowsin,
And ev ru day, dnscou,rsa You st Aeo.H'/\

William SAake_cpeo\re; The Two Nohle Kingmen, Act 3, Scone 6.

\/crtu- OUSLI’DII'AQ. in wor, wisdem In peace,

\/W Boun’fq VH""hAQ., }wuvn, +u

Trdeed, Ie:F‘/‘ hO-}';\i\Q £ ++mq for the purpose

Untoueh'd, or .s/:qkflu lm.no“o.d A d:scoursc.

Hnd e trix or&+oquqrw to _an end,

T b i ™

b\),lham SAoch%geare,: K.’n% Richasd M, Act 3, Scene 7,

AL}

Tnto the market Dlace there shall T 'l‘rcq«.

In mu oration, /\ow Fhe De.op/e_ take

The cruel iscue of these Uooolu men

:qc_oor‘alma +0 ‘H\e wﬁ cJ\ +AOM S/\CLH' ol:_s‘:,o:,u’:e

To uoumq of the state of "H\Ir\%é

"
LQ.J\OI ™eQ %OW }\af\A'

Williom Shakespeare; Julius Caosar; Act 3, Scone |,

7
Put uour discourse jntn some frome.

William Shakespeare; Houlet, Act 3, Scene 2.

Discourse - Frwmz? When we read “ Fewer Lit students o Luorr‘ou\q

trend’ (TAQ Streits Times - Hucm_d' 24.2015) it is evident Hat (up

to date) the schools had ho‘f‘ provm’ed the students with all the

Eooks nge.oleo‘ to }\d'p Hsem mo«.ke Sense o‘F 'H\t lf\‘FO[‘MDChOn raad B

1/

We Furned o’er manu books ‘f‘oge’H\er.
Will) oum, Skakes,peo.re: The Mecchont OF Venice, Act 4, Scepe |,

Literature educod':m\ swpporf«d hu seme reol-life evidences,

can help to close the path touords "Falschond “and, at the very

Same &croun‘*‘ul for +"me1 ’\elp 1o aper the road fo truth.

UGRADE

LS
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A4 | TOPOF THENEWS

| THESTRAITSTIMES | THURSDAY, JANUARY 11.2018

MPs’ views

Concerns over where to draw
the line in fighting fake news

take into account their nature and
the intentionbehind them.

Mr Shanmugam noted Mr Xok's
point that fake news is used to di-
vide and mislead society, 2nd his
question onhow this segues into bi-
esed commentary.

Inresponse, he said that strongly
held viewpoints based on inaccura-
ciesis onekind of falsehood.

‘However, its impact would be dif-
ferent from deliberate, targeted
fake news, and these are matters

Combating falsehood not contrary
to freedom of speech: Shanmugam

was p.md unanimously by all 80
MPspresentyeste
This 10-MP Select Committee
will come up with countermea-
sures, which lude legisla-

SeowBei Yi

gis)
tion, apainst the threat of
fakenews.

MP Kok Heog Leun

thatshould be considered.
als who want o have Duringy Y Nomi-
i i in- nated h
cluding government policies”, and  that users should be equipped to
also dnroh.he media to report on ba the first line of defence against
suchmate news.
To tackle fake news, several MPs

M Seah Kian o Peng (Marine P
rade GRC) not extent of

also stressed the need to educate
the public.

forited

fight fake d the need to define CLEARINGTHEAIR deep discossion”. “We may end up GRC) said that legislation
online news, Members of Parlia- whata deliberate falsehood is and : bemsgbuqxechanﬂn, hesaid shosid be a part of s ~wider, more
ment yesterday debated the topic butlegit- ping “Législation, multi-pronged approach” where
of where to draw the line that imate,comm :dﬁ w0 of our di: bl ‘M‘ ﬂ“" MM s g
led for a deeper at. educate themselves MP Ganesh Rajaram
- one f the queions oy g v TheseInchde the freedomofspeechtobe  fpaisralornotforthemsebes®  sdded tha education prlpizes
low does Singapore ensure that ~where= L R pre-school
new laws. to tackle online false-  knowingly transmitting a false mes-" 3 suggested that the Select Com- M Christopher de Souza (Hol-
P ,, ‘mittee pay attention to whether Jand-Bukit Timsh GRC) added:
zens rightsto free speech? ~and the Protection from Harass- any proposed measures would si-  “What s important s discermment,
mnwdom ‘ dw:d n Act, whichal- T justdi 3
who knowingly create or spre Y “Empowering people to discern
online fals from those who  onli lnrqum,mslnnmngmmd between truth and lies is of
are just expressing their opinions?”  previous case where founders of is not con- > h. nu
::z:':‘ds san Xueling (Pasir Ris- mnnls{nppﬂmwenfaﬂldloxa PECER Sayrio e e of b wof “Only then, can we Increase
Oy : *In fact, resistance to the uusnzss
She'was mpummgm amotion  “This uunnsmu.nhnmm- ing, voices,"added Mr falsehoods out of our discourse of falsehood.™
moved by Home Affairs and Law  rent existing laws and provisions  He called for the Sele:l Commit-  enables freedom of speech ta be
Minister K. Shanmugam to forma  havebeen effective," he argued. tee to balance the interests of pro-  meaningfully exercised.” byseow@sphcomsg
Select Comumittee to mmlne rhg “We do not e handed P He added that in
problem of online falsehoads. approach that will root out con-  orde: du m-ybum:dta SEEPARLIAMENT B4ES.

1 That to m

“Tru'ha, as a man of falsehood may.
William Shekespeare; Pact I, K""ﬁ Heary IV, Act 2, Scene |-

“Su-you now
Your bait of fulsehood Fake this carp of Hruth.
Pad Hhus do we of wisdom and of reach,

N Hh windlasses and with assays of bmx,
Indirections find dicections out.
w.ll.a.. Shokespeare; Hamlet, Ack 2, Scene I.

“bo i+ freely;
Or, b'& our car-.o:b\u: u.no( +he grace of if,
Which is our honor, bitter torture x}\nﬂ
Winnow the truth from Falsehood.

Wwilllam Sl\akupearz, ClémL!Ju\t,Acf:, Scene 5,

“Name the verq croun of falsehood.
Willigm Shekespeare; Troilus And Crassida, Ack 4, Scene 2-

“The devil can cite Seripture for his purpose,
An evil soul produciag ;‘°|5 withess,

Is like a villain with a smilia c’\uk,

X A %uad'“ apple ro
5§ 0 what'a %ondl“ outside 'Falrv.lwod N U

| William Shokespeare; The Merchant Of Venice, Act I, Scene3.

tten af the

“Yea, let them souy, Fo stick the heort of falsehood.”
William shakespeare; Trollus find Cressida, Act3, Scene 2.

"

: Huul careful was I, when I ook my way,
it Each +rifle under truest bars to +heust,

use it miakt unused sta i
i From hands of falschood, in suce wnr]of'frud"

william S,\nlePto\rQ_; Sonnets, Paraqreph xLvin.

I %ou/\say my deed, how mAy he wound,

And worthily, my Falsehood ! gres. o mach

Rs you Rave done my hruth”
Uilliam Shakespeare} King Heary YN, Act 3, Scene 4.

trend (The_Stea

When we cead the news “Fewer Lit studentt o uorrying
ts Times = Auauﬁ 24,2005), did anyone el

W. Shokas,

“We Yurped o'er many boolss ‘h;ad’ku-

re : The Mecchard OF Venice, Act 4, scenel,

? Students, provided with on)q Shel

peere’s The Mer ehost

Iﬂﬂ; Venice., dgf gtgl:a did md:F ococs Hhe infacmation coadi-

w
| 5o
W, shok

eck in print;
2; The Tiwg Grestle

w

int i

of Vergng, Act2, Scene I.”

! “Mine were the vecy up‘\zr o inctal

. S’mklrggarg Humg For Moasure, Act 2, Scene 2, |

rw‘-v J’tc-’ hers them? :

W Shakesprere ; The (onuja Of Ecrors, Act S, Scepe |

"Maon chold

o

W- Shoke cpe

¢; The Winter's Tole, Act 4, Srene 4

"You_are singled focth to dry EX'DU':MQ'\"'!.”
W Shokespeare ! Titus BAndeanicus, Ack 2, (cene

If you Fhink fit, or thot i+ oy be done

Grive me_adva doge of some Lrief discourse

W7

We Shaki

L3 O'H\dla Act

3, Scone |

" Put your M_r_ﬂms____

i . Sloku are; Homlet, Aok 3, Scone2

Schoals, r-nH‘ up to this Jm did not nrav?dz +he students

with ol Hhe books Couid Jlfraurxg~‘Fr¢u—|t for le) so

how ore the studests going fo have a preper di s

done on the_subject ¢“£,_"g§¢LQGJ ‘ond 50 on ond s Forth?

MPs’ suggestions

a5 independent fact-checkers and
introducing catical thinking In
schools’ curriculum ta develop 2
generation with a “healthy scepti-
cismofonline information”.
The burst of ideas came after 3

_move by Law Minister K. Shan-
mugam to get parlismentary per-
mission to assemble a Select Com-

On education efforts, nearly all

Mr Zaqy Mohaaad (Chua Chu
Kang GRO) suggested that the Gov-
ernment examine laws that coun-
wiessuchas Germanyand New Zea-
Tand have enacted to take down
false content.

Germany's - law against hate
speech, known as NezDG, alows

“to order a right of reply, or to cor-

Tect false scatements about ndivid-

e the MPs argued for media literacy
Fines, fact-check ducati ideas to fight scourge mamsammg=
nes, fact-cneckers, education among laeas g S e , Pcotth schosl oo
P K. Thanaletchimi said stu-
3 d:msnnlnm 10 spot cues to un-
cover misinformation and qwudon
NgjunSen mittes, coroprising 10 MPs, to ana-  move such unlawful content. Sys-  Some, (NMP) d-up . v.-nan.s such :as zh- .ﬂllga‘dblt ourcds, instead of
s i du hes ca it in fi f  KokHengLeun, ltiple Umred States” d Fact-  ply
c f: B ch Checking  Network, or  “Eventually, we hope to culti-
A iven —n.e European llnion. ux md Mr Kok said: “As the world be-  FactCheckorg,” he added. vate 3 generation with a healthy
Members of Parli yester ton. It Isina ase complex, no oe per- _NMP Ganesh Rajaram urged the  scepticism of online information,”
anways to tackle, if not Iermtnale. recent government document lake dn\vn laws,” said M.r Zlqy sonor to consider marshal-  sheadded.
the growing scourge of deliberate  called the Green Paper, which sets everyone ennnih~ ing social media influencers to get Mr Henry Kwek (Nze Soon GRC)
falsehoods posted online. out the possible courses o!n:uan. p b Ihe word out swiftly when a piece  suggested the committee commis-
These ntlode mposiog fnes on N deesa dil NMP Mahdev Mohan called fora ~ of pewsisfake. sion “detailed and prolonged stud-
websites that do not remove fake  per also o actions nl:tn by proach. Its Barmful Digital Com- _ network of fact-checkers to be  “While we all know that our very ies” to understand how Singapore.
content, using university students  other countrie: ‘munications Act allows the courts forrnedlncmedlnd report misin-  own Prime h'dlnisru is one of lha ans consume news and how :ncul

He also suggested (it tie Gov-"

..mrlpnmb«ms:vﬂ\hnumbuvf
ol

Mr lek said: "A clear \lndn‘-

der sites to re-

wvals, he added. tmnm(:nu]dbluduhemﬁnfwtb 15,
M S Seah Kiaa Peng (Marine Pa-  sites " i h,”he said. terns will be necessary to help us
na ives to generate fake Suessiog the importance of im- calibrate policy, sothat we can bal-
ibil ffic®, - Amedule}y correcting fake news anceahealthy discourse withneces-
dzsofsodi!mdinndt:dhomnpﬂ- *These networks can be state- that could trigger nationwide saryintervention”
nies, 3 well a3 educating pecpleto  driven, such as the Government-  panic, Mr Ganesh said -
is owned website Factually, or
asie . - =X =
Page 3



A I\eod‘i‘kg\ Ascourse? Did Py (Nez Soor GRC) M

£ M. Hief-\.rc\’ Kuwek, read: -
U
"TF heaven slumber while theic crectures vlant,
Tl\e% moy aweke their }yeips +o comfort them.
TN +hen discourse our woes, fejt seversl years,

And wamHng breath to speak help me with Fears,
IAR I v fkwkespeo\re; Pericles, Prince of Tyre, Act |, Scene 4
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P116

" Al teors ; w‘LxQ she, even she
(o God, o beast that wonts oliscourse ?‘F reason
Would Kowe rMmowrned |°h°\§e'r) married,”

Willloum S}\ckaS'oQOJ‘Q; Hoxmla‘f‘, Act 1, Scene 2.

\ v Y
‘Tker‘e s a prone and speechiess dialect
Such as move men; besides, she hath prosperous act
When she will leﬁ with reason oand oUScour*_cg,"
Wil foom S}wc\kes/oeofe; Meosure For Meosure, Act b B
\\
0 madness of discourse,
Thot cause sets vp with and o\%ojr\s-}- itself;
Bi-Fold autharity where reason con revold
Withowt perditien, and loss assume ol recson,
WS G g)‘\OJ(QKFQO.r'Q; Troilus And Cressida, Act S, Scene 2.

)

X
Al
”\IS m LQ Some. ecror, bvd‘ no mo\anSS,

Yet doth Hhis accident and Flood of Fortune

So for exceed old instance, all discourse,
T}\oﬁ‘ I om readu to distenst ranG ayes,

. s
A~d wrongle wiTh mu reason. ”’

bl e Sl’\c._k(i.f‘.,d(lo,l' e V)\L-'(-‘_J‘F‘}‘/a ) CJ-\’%, At 4 Sceone 2,

The. ideas whose Hme has came, 1o Hhe ‘mar}(ei‘;:fo\& of ideas’, reveals...
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Didn'+ Skakesloeare know what P’_""f br}mas Yo the marke“/’-fpface?‘lb [)e,-.reaa’:f

7

\t
Walk we forth, even fo the market-place.
Williom Shakespeare; Julius Caesor, Act 3, Scene |,

Ta Hhe wiarkefplues] .

You have put me now o such « Par—’l‘,
William Shakespeare; Coriolanus, Act 3, Scene 2.

THESTRAITSTIMES ¢ TUESDAY. JANUARY 16,2018 i

Al6 [

alleged a coflee shopin Ang Mo Kio
wasselling*man-made eggs from
China”,

Theconsequerices of fake news go
beyonddollarsandcents tatheveny
destinyof naticns. Inthe United
Kingdora, some vaters for Remain
or Leave voredenthe basisof
informarion Latet found to be false

+ Lies canbe exposcdbylight
Some other critics of propased laws
targeting fake newsargue thata
goverament doespot have 3 right
todecide beforehand what istrue
andwhatis false. They say that
peoplehavearight woallthe facts,
and1omake up their cwn minds.
Thisisthe argument frorr: the

pe.
S e SR 5 ¥ whenthe facts ehange. As Cicero.
P ] ? £ e AN 7 .. . 3 7 - the great Romanorator, sai
e R ey A e o SR s 2 not.33 fire dropped upon watcris
0 Immediately cxtinguished an
: cooled 50, dves not lse
- aceusarion, when in
contactwitha most pure and holy
lfe,instandly falland become
extinguished?” Cicero, 1 think, did
nothave experience with “halal
pork™.
The answer to his question -

whereaman - or president - was.

born.
Instead of changing their minds
when presented with a difTerent set

conficsnation bias s well tested and
shouldbetaken inio consideration
whenwe make the markerplace
argument.

“halal porkt

truth, 5ays the writer, 3ddi

Propesed fake newslow

Giving the lie to the
‘marketplace of ideas

© theneedtobalance our freedoms
with duties. but Lought 1o make it

I clearerthandhat hiisnotjusra

£ balance, buta difference berwcen

{ meansandends.

i nSingapore,we donot pursur

reedom forits ownend. We donot,

2

AsMsS. Rajarainam, our then
Ministe of Foreipn Affairs, said in
speechio foreign
respondents: We see freedom
he press 0ot s the end butas
; meanstoanall-embracing cnd -
 theintegrityandindependence of
$ our country, itsse

e, S P  prosperity. the eradiczrion of
% : = “Evenifse i b ine. &
People can’tbe : Seah Kian Peng i scovered inisourmistake  FairPrice sells-halal pork-and ial,racialand religious conflicts
botheredtocallout b “plasticrice™. £ whichis the rule rathes thanthe
H 3 i 112007, Fais Pri . -
lies. Thelawis AsaMemberof Parliament es” portafi : more
i ). Thacistrue. “halal pork”, ¥ - than30, worl
neededto m’d ',h 5 on Bu,ics peopl stores, ithe rst has come full circle. Today, even
processof sieving chalschosds i i it he past. Singapore
out falsehoods ey there. Instead, ik
% 2 i small_highty
online. i isno A and ehis
falschoods. ir i i
i “daa”we i
Comnittee, of which1ama fiof
member, . peop
whenwemeet. . hy 3
Anydiscussion of fake news out lies peop Indeed, these days, a tie can ravel
First ™ paciy Idon'tmean  : tod: Yt
it “capacity”i H this. Fo
first i i Kin® e ks FELE
i - cle “inclination®or | defiberate online falsehood! The wiiter, an MP for Marine Parade
canand,second. eve; - 3 FairPricealsoh P
i Indeed, file a polit 2
= h W chaired
i Popilation. ot o bothersd. ~ S Oeputy Speaber Charles Chong.
¥ y reser FairPrice, hain.t  © year,the Agri-Food and Veterinary
: Ministryof Communicationsand  : foroursakes”, hand, as FairPrice ri
H s d25 Indeed, - ds

\‘G-o tell the Jords o’ the cH'% T am here:
De liver +hem +his poper: ;\OJ\/{A% read it,
Bid +hem r“epo;r to the marke‘f‘-,ﬂaae; where T,
Even in theirs and in the commons’ ears,
Will vouch +he Frath of i+~

Williom Shakespeare; Coriolanus, Act 5, Scene §.

Most people cannot be bothered, to reod .. Life?

Submission by Mr Raymond Khng

Page 5



Just Two millenajwm OLZO/ "H\Q Entélt'ﬁls l.anrauqﬁe (as we know F 7"0(]0.46)
did not exist; and Maay precious books, Hat were written by hand, -
werein the hands of a Priv;kd%ed fouw. 7;'60’:3, did any one o +he
fow really bother to read? In Hhis real-life %g.o;r\% subject of
huwmaoniFies, {urith A;Sh‘f‘% ond Enﬁh's/. Literatuce Included), Students
must keow about Fhe good 3:’7‘%‘: of Hhe English ,OJ\%MQ%—E_ and
print to the human race. When S/\a)(QSfeare read the E,\%l,‘sl\-
language Gemeva Bible, (and whats weitten in its margin); dicn '+
Shakespeare know how \\‘pd'sel\oool”"‘ﬂj be prin+~per,=e‘fua+ed?

“0 what a %0““"6 outside Folsehood hoth.”
W.s.; The Merclxw{f of Venice, Act 1, Scene 3,

Tn this new millanium; with +he billions all‘eadis spen‘f' on education,
when o Sl‘n%aﬁareav\ th BU\LI%G'}" 2013, read ' More 5u1>j2c+$ 2o cheose
-Fﬁm\, so fewer take pure Iterature (The Straits Times - Februorﬂ 26,
2013); and further read “Fewer Lit students a worrgn'n% +rend “(The

Strorts Tioms ~ Hn%us"' 24, 20‘5’), T krow ’H\d‘ the Btercdire S'fuden',’s, them
provideo‘.. with a.wﬂ(' m\ha Shokespeare’s The Merchant of Venice, are not
%:'ven +he chance to do a discourse on the suLjed oﬁ “Msforg " or

"Fo.\sekowoll’and $0 on and So ‘Far‘}'}m On 4 December 2o, T wrate To -
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"Go sound 'H\bé +rumpe‘f‘ in The market-place;
Call thither all Fhe ofFicers o’ the town,
Whace Fhey sholl know our mind.”

W H 7 aane Shakespeare ) Corislanus, Acl 1, Scene S,

I‘F NO ong ‘)0‘“\«2(’ i‘m._}fs‘l‘en, l\ow are ‘H\Q S"’uéér\?} %o;c\% +o /ear(\__‘_‘,'\';S]LO(‘le_?
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\

Dur baleful
Stab

T we should reco el

newls, on d

| THESTRASITS Th4

ES | MONDAY, AUGUST 24,2015 !

oF zoch word's deliverance

oniards in our Flesh Hll ot were told,

The, words would &dd more ounguish Fhon the wonrnds,
Williaem Shokespeare; Port IL, King Heary VI, Act 2, Scane |,

viriers Jeon 13y 302 Ken

-History teaching und

er review: Heng

ochos

Fewer Lit students a worrying trend

P e NE R

MIE East week, The aumbes of students stucying brerature Is 13ing it more schools seem 18 be offering the subject. PHOTO DOS VINCDY JR FOS THL STRUTS 1465

__Today, Hm%)\ ont'S hondphonk, onR Con find
liistery” agpeacad, 22 Fims, in Williom Shdaspeare’s Lferatare.

Lack of exposuré 1o literature could havean .
impact on cultural development, say experts

Pearfler

and Literstare Academic Group at

ArdhorMBler? shesaid. -
This has Jed to3 Jack of calrusal
representation, she added.
The prescribed bist of texts for
stadents sining the Breracurs ex-
am pextyear tides such s

Re b st gz Bl

" Tam
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Jevance, and ai¢ They 33d pant of blem ks cab works - playwright Jean Tay’
iligom Shekecprocs; Hemleh, Act 3 Gane 2. R e T A e T B
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dems aking Inerarure asan clee, MG, She sasd: We sead e tem ot previoas barches of
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Te ot b Hs P B Fardioece 5o nadure with another hall subjeet, such 35 Venk ondary2 The 175 ¢ o
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1Willies Shekeseoare ” Tha Tomis ¢f The Srvu, Tededio I jectond  ~Thr most frequenty inchaded  more crocial that efforss are made
4 7 3 over50schonls offredksancles-  author was William Shakespeaze,  to develep the country's owa ang
tive forthe Oleves In 2013, bt 5 P
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Date

w:”;om SAQJ(espeare (1564 - ’616) a CaJH\ohc in Pr‘oie_.s'fm'f anlw\c}

- |hod much 1 sy, o shace, with hls fellow En((:\r/(ls'l\ com‘h—umer\

ond the world. He knew thot, with print, man will one o(au readi=

To Io.pse in Fulness

Ls sorer thon to lie for need, and Ffalsehood

2

Is worse in kings than Ee%qou's.
Willi aum SAakes,pearo_,' C%mbz/:'mz, Act 3, Scene b,

“Tl\ou liest;

F)nol 5 w:H 'ILW‘A 'H'M ‘FoJSQAoool "‘o "H\u }SQM-}—
=, e s

M\u‘z l+ was ‘Porqu

Wilhiom S}\o/kes,pead‘e, Kmq Richord T, Act 4. Scene |,

mu\ O'F eves ‘False}\ooc} l’\af"' "H\ou 'Fof“qec) /\ook&‘

W’Aere‘/‘o +AQ W\GIGQMU\+ O‘F mu ’\eou*')" IS +Ied?”

Wil em SAa&sfearel Sor\ne,“f'S, Pafmsrag'gk XXXV,

w
Tlme,s oLloru IS 'I'o co.lm c0h+enolma kmaS,

To MAMC\S/( ‘leseJ\ooal and b{‘tnré\' +ru'H\ ‘I'o //8,1#

TO S+Whp 'H\Q_ SQC\l O"F +lme ,U\ aaenl 'H\:n%!
To wa-ke the. morn ond sentinel ﬂe night,

77

To wrong the wronaer Fil) he render mo.}d‘

0 J
Wi lliam S}\a,kespm The. Rape of Lucre_ce Line 940,

I{“ you suspect my kv\sbo.ndlr-u or Ffalsehood,

Coll me be-Fore 'H\ exactest auditors,

And set me_on Fhe 'pr‘oo'F. b
Williowmn SA&J(QS‘JJQN‘Q,' Timon OF Bthens, Act 2, Scerne 2.

Sl\akespearg knows That with +he sze/opmerd' of prm'i‘mq and

'H\Q, cl ‘Fvcusn@\_ O'F ln'For‘moj'»o—n,SoQO\Q w/I/ /v\ow WAoj": Feqa’ =

’

LU]”/OJn SA0J<€SPg_O~fQ Pow‘l"[ f\mq He,\p4 IV, Ae ‘J", S'cfe_n-a.?.
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- : ;
A course,

Doth waont example : who hath read or heard

OJ@- any kmolred action like ‘o +A:S?”

b\)///{o.m SAakeSPQoJ‘Q, Kma :)'o’{v\, Act 2, Stene 4

EXGMD'Q l.h real "Fe? From 'H\a thorma+lon a’ 'Fﬁ«seal 75 'H\&

populad':on ot Jarme, in Hhe newspoper read " Fewer Lit studentc

o worrying,_Trend < (The Straits Tives= ﬁuqms'f‘ 24, 2018), T dida’#

swallow ‘ng dished news. T read whot ‘H\e students read:-

UJQ 'h&rr\e_al oer' montg Books +oqe,+/\e,r. J\e i5

/7
‘Furms;\eo( WI‘H\ m W Omnrcrh

Williom Skak@pqare, The Merchant OF Venice, Act 4, Scene |,

1%

I row mmke moon to be abridoed

From such o moble rate, budt my chief care

Is ")‘o come 'Faurlu O'F‘F ‘From 'H\e Oll‘zod‘ o{ebts

Wherein MYy +ime Smne"'km%j'oo prool:qu
Hedl Jofh e qo\qaf

Willioum S)\akesPeare, The Merchast of Venice, Act I, Scene I

\ 77
We howe- noF made good 'pre,'parod-.'ah,

Wi oumn S/\ovkﬁs'piaf(é,' The Merchant OFf Ven'ce, Act2, Scone f

Literature olwmzxjs M+ac:t)a+es life. When T sow students spe,\o(mq

‘H’\e,)r precyous Sdl\ool»nq—'f‘nme l‘e_adlr\qr'H\ose abrqued-—Sl\akupeare

Blive= ’ﬁx'f'sL d W‘}\er\OI read S/\akes“pe_o.re %e'f‘s modern”’ (T/\Q

Stroifs Times = October 3,2016), 1+ Is ewvident urAu we OJNMS

come. S;\or'}' O'F 'H\Q kr\owfealqe, FQQ.uH‘Qc‘--- tb GIQGJ ouFH\ 'Ico\lselxood i

Sl\akespeare's c;pko_rad literoture must be dqcfn}mreal but

did 'H\e schools Drovmle_ The students with alk -H\Q necessary

books needed 7o do that? what about the lessons o[f‘owun

the discourse-frome ¢ The letters? Fhe course e.xamgles?

The, ,P‘"’:}QCT? the brond ? the merchandise? the husiness?

Submission by Mr Raymond Khng Page 9 )
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"Bl impediments in Foncys
Rre motives of morefancy; and in Fine
Her infinite cunnmin
Subdu’d me o her “rate. ”

William Shakespease

How for a modern
Williom —cl\akg_rfio,rQ; .fem\z'f'_:,

e

course

Ait's

w:‘H\ f\zr* modern

Well That Eds wall,

TLUa sty miracls are PGI‘F w\g( we ,'\uJQ our Fk:/o:ap/\,ca ,pn.r_;'qn}-’
+o make medern ond Familiar, Hhings _mfzrm)‘v.ral and causeless,
William Shakespeare; Alis Well Thed By Wi, Act 2, Scone 3.

q‘ro\ci’

Yau Wjelf Leing extant well ..,,84:1- show
N doth ceme too sherts e
fa—r'&raff\ LXXxx11i.

Of Pericles, a

Ambitious project aiming to
translate Shakespeare’s language
into modern English has divided
critics and arts practitioners

ASHLAND (OREGON) + Since
1935, this mountain town has been

Age Hollywood movie studio) or

Shakfzspeare gets modern

Buddmg r.har bndge af course, is

freely recasting them in
rary vernacular, as in the hip-hop
“add-rap-tations™ byxheQBrorhers

whatany
tries to do, through deeply consi-
dered amng, ;udmous use of props

het S, Scene 3.

will be produced next spring at

New York Theatre Workshop. “I'm

the product of a hyper-racialised

time. I don’t know any big, big
ds that dowhat Moor does.”

But among many
the announcement last y:ax that one
of the leading theatre companies in
the United States was nshxxg writers
to reconsider the entire.canon, line
by liue, msgxeexed like a poxenlizl

. home to the Oregon Shal
Festival; whose guiding spirit is
present not just on stage, but also in

Co!\xmblaUn!verswyscho)ar]ames
Shapiro, writing in The New York

and, ye:

Mr Bill Raurh, the !esuval’s artis-
tic diréctor, said Play Cn! - while it
requires the translators to weigh
the understandability of every line
~ was just an “amplification and
extension” of the kinds of cuts,

restructuring and other textual

tweaks that happen all the time.

- unexplodednines.

Even with some less familiar, less
obviously charged plays, the transla-
tion process uncovered some

McLaughlin recalled a workshop
reading of her translation of Peri-
cles in Ashland last year by actors
appearing in Oregon Shakespeare

local
plays of the man fwm S(ruford-
upon-Avon. Orwere they? .
Yes, there were passages from
The Tempest, Pericles and Henry
VI, Part 1, spoken much as they
rmght be from the stage of this
festival’ thea-

the names of businesses such as Times, said it set a “disturbing prece- ’rhexdea thauhere- Festival's pro . which used

Oberon’s Tavern and the All's Well  dent” gut“theonly text ingisafalla-  the orij
HerbandVitamin Shop. thing Shakespearezn about his cy,"hesaid.“Everyproductionwedo - Half the anoxs were open to the
So it was perhaps fitting thatona  plays™ the . One post on’ a herei daptationi y.” idea of she said, while
recent Sunday morning, actors Sh P e-mail list While he hoped (least  the other half thought it was horri-
werein front of a raptaudienceina  the pro;ecz with “the current tem-  one of the'Play On! translations at  ble. One actor baulked when he
small lecture hall, read.uxg from the ple-smashus of the Middle East”. * some point, he said, the festival —  came to the moment when his char-
i the T hing was noton the  which has announced its commit-  acterannounces the needto “ravish”

agenda when nine

playwrights, and 15 dnmamrges.
gathered here last month to compare
notes onwhn some jokingly called a
career- assignment.
'1 always thought the reason

- treacrossthe street.

But the rest were the parallel ver-
sions resulting from Play On!, an am-
bitious - and controversial - three-
yearproject thatasks 36 diverse play—

s plays are good is be-
cause they are by Shakespeare,” said
Ellen” McLaughlin, a New York-
based playwright whose translation
of Pericles, one of the first com-
plexed, was pres:mtd last winter at
eatre.

wrights to translaje Shak 's
oﬁen hmtyhng\wge,hneb; lxne in-

"Fallurn, sh:saldaflthm)etl “is

intoit.”

'1 was very S(Ephcal \vh:n :hevA
announced this project,” said
Mr Jim Wolf-Pizor, one of the curi-
ous local residents who had turned
out to see just how far the project
was straying from the ‘I'rue Word.
“We're tayght that S)xakespezre isa
sacred thing, with the iambic
pentameter and all.that stuff. But
theyreallykeptitallinth

Shakespeare regulatly undergoes
shape-shifting in roday’s theatre,
whether it is transporting the plays
into new settings (the festival’s cur-
reat Twellth Night is set ina Golden

Buumany in the group - more than
halfof the playwrights are minorities
and more than half are women -
expressed impatience with whar
zhzy saw as the elitism of the criti-

menttop

speare canon in the original lan-

- Buage over | the next decade 7 was

hardly Shakespeare’s
English out thewindow:

“You can't go in with the illusion
thatyou're improving Shakespeare,”
he said of the project. “But 1 do think
these translations can help. shed light
on theoriginals.”

There fre

- or, as McLaughlin’s modern Eng-
lishhadit, , “Tape” —avirtuous woman
imprisoned ina brothel. "Afterwards
he said, It just seems so ugly,” she
recalled."T said, "What was it about
what you were doing that wasn’t
ugly, except the language, at least as
weunderstand it today?”

How much of a market there will
be for the translations when they are

of the project’s frst rule — “Do no
harm” - and debates about whether
to keep “thees” and “thous” and
whether it was kosher to include
more rhymed couplets.

The project forbids inserting “per-
sonal politics™ or “fixing” structural
or other problems. But for some, the
task of translation Jed to the most

cism, as wellas hope the
might help reach younger and more
diverse audiences, along with those
that find Shakespéare intimidating.
“The challenge of trying to under-
standthe Ianguage ispartofthe expe-
Tience you swant,” said Marcus Gard-
ley, who is translating King Lear.
*There could be more of a bndge 0
what Shakespeare is saying.”

fraught theplays.

MfonisoUdofia, whois translating *

Othello, recalled how the two drama-
turges she is working with, Ayanna
Thompsenand Alex Barron, pressed
her on why her first draft lefi'the
word“Moor"untouched.

“Mcor is a big, big word,” said Udo-
fia, part of whose nine-play cycle
about a Nigerian-American family

seemed to greet_ the translated

d in 2018, and just how
theatregoers and critics will weigh
the balance between beauty and
comprehension, remain to be seep.
The audience at the demonstration

scenes (read immediately after the
originals) with more laughter and
murmurs of response, but not all
easly notices have been kind.

Douglas Langworthy, translator
of Henry V1, had decided to screen
out criticism of the project and con-
centrateonthe task.

“I'm lucky there aren’t any quota-
ble quotes in these plays, except
“The first thing we do, let’s kill afl
the lawyers,” he said. “And of
course, that’s modern English. It’s
safe, for nowe.” HYTIMES
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Date No.

ToalaiéS reaafers I\Qed eoluco&{’vm mofle , u\ ’H\e obv:ous 'H\cu\ reacl-n%.—

W

Whaot should T don Fhis robe, and Frouble ?)ou?

Be (J\ojen w?‘H\ Df‘ocla g‘Hor\_f +calouj

TOMOF['OW \//e.ld bc'p FMAQ re_vm,n Mmy L‘Fe

Hr\al Se:" a):road new. lbus'mes’s fo_r" tg,oru aﬂ?
William Shqkts,peou‘e, Titus Andronicus, At 1, Seene |.

Literature is news that stays news. Chew on the news, now read:-

“we hove Friends

That purpose merriment: but fare Yyou well,

7
I l\o.,va Some l)uslness

Willioun S/wJ«_meare The Merchant Of Venice, Act 2, Seene 2,

“I con make what merchandise T will. i

William Shakespeare ; The Merchant 0f Venice, Act 3, Scane |.

T+ must appear in other wous ks e

Williom S/'akU[JWQI The Me.rc/\oud- Of Venice, Act 5 Scere |

I toke it your own business calls on you,

And you embrace The occasion B o’e’pcu"‘f‘.

William Shakespeare ; The Merchant Of Venice, Act I, Scome [.

The information are owailable. To brina the ideas whose Fime

’was come_to the marke_'l'olace of ideas’ 1o compej‘e o\qoul\s“/'

"Polsehood ”, the prepwaﬁm, books, let+ers, ohsazurse ~Frauv\e,

Olvscouu‘se. ’ns‘f‘orn pro:ec‘f‘ ou"‘" me,rc;\anoluselbusmess, E,Xaunp/e,

and so on and so -For‘H\ “d‘ must appeor in_oThec wowe 'H\au\
words ", Trath, QAVQI\ the eternal uears of God, is never alone:

o know one on Pea,oure The knowled%e of maony. Do prov1de

the students with urkod‘ 'H\eu 'h-ulu need.
qéﬁvf-‘ ‘h“wtz\J G
(-4

U-RADY

Recycle
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Panel ‘will

for healthy
discourse’

The day-old Select Committee on
fake news will strive to ensure there
is space for healthy discourse even
asitrecommends ways to tackle de-
liberate falsehoods posted online.

Its chairman Charles Chong, who
is also Deputy Speaker of Parlia-
ment, gave the assurance yesterday
after announcing earlier in the day
the names of the MPs who will form
the 10-member committee.

He said in an interview with The
Straits Times there is some appre-
hension among people that even
when “they may misspeak or may
not be accurate in what they say”,
theirremarks will be taken as a seri-
ous offence.

The formation of the Select Com-
mittee took place after a meeting
called by the Committee of Selec-
tion in Parliament yesterday, the
day after the House voted unani-
mously for its establishment.

Apart. from Mr Chong, the rest
of the members comprise three
office-holders, four People’s Ac-
tion Party (PAP) MPs, one Work-
ers’ Party MP and a Nominated
MP (NMP).

The office-holders are Home Af-
fairs and Law Minister K. Shan-
mugam, Socialand Family Develop-
ment Minister Desmond Lee and Se-
nior Minister of State for Communi-
cations and Information and Educa-
tion Janil Puthucheary. The PAP
MPsare Mr Seah Kian Peng, Ms Ra-
hayu Mahzam, Ms Sun Xueling and
Mr Edwin Tong. The remaining two
are Workers’ Party MP Pritam
Singhand NMP Chia Yong Yong

The committee’s mandate is to
examine and report on causes and
consequences of online false-
hoods, and to propose countermea-

Yuen Slq

THESTRAITSTIMES | FRIDAY, JANUARY 12,2018

Select Committee on fake news

ensure space

sures, including‘ legislation, that

| MONDAY,JANUARY 15,2018 | THESTRAITSTIMES |

_Al/

A6 |

Itisimportant tobe clear-minded
about the issue of fake news, and
notoverreact by enacting overly
restrictive legislation (Select
Committee to examine fake news
threat; Jan11).

Fitst, fake news is not news, but
simply lies.

Thisis not exclusive to the
Internet,and occurs both online
and offline. The only difference is
the speed with which such lies
canbe spreadon new media
platforms.

While we should try to limit the
reach ofliesand falsehoods, an
overreaction may instead stifle
genuine discourse.

Existing laws onnational
security and defamation
adequatelyadd{ess this issue. For
example, inthe case of the now

Select Committee on fake news

Take care not to stifle
genuine discourse

: defunctThe Real Singapore, the
: operatorswere charged using
: sedition laws.

Second, fake news can comeina

i variety of forms - from the

: innocuousslipand uninformed

: opinion tobiased commentaries
and liesintended to sway public

pinion and cause widespread

¢ alarm.

Itisimpossible to eliminate and

i regulate the entire spectrum of
¢ inaccurateinformation without
: causinggreater harm.

Weshouldinstead encourage

¢ critical thinking skills and allow
Smgaporeans sense of

i meant for social interaction.
: Regulatingwhat canbe said on

: adopted by the Government thus
: fachasworked welland has
¢ allowed Singapore to strike a fine
: balance between innovationand
: regulation.

such communication platforms
overly restricts human activityand|
islikely to lead ro adverse
pushbacks.

The“lighttouch” approach

- Inanage ofa globalised contest
ofideas and opinions, we should
focuson boosting the resilience
and critical thinking ability of
Smgaporzans and strengthen

to develop, especially

whenitcomes to media
: consumption.

Third, social media platforms

: like Facebookare primarily

: lvanTeo

gapore’s ability to invent or
innovate and harness new media
technologies - which cannot take
placeinavacuum.

Mr Charles
Chong, chairman
of the newly
formed Select
Committee to
look into online
falsehoods, said
there was
consensus in

‘ — .'
. Masters, T om Fo discourse wonders.

7

Slwo.ke_slpqare; A Midsummer Nfgﬁé Dream, Aet 4

A\

OF%OVQFAMQh+ 'H\Q Pr‘olper’h"zs o unfold,
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Since I om pu‘f To know ‘f‘)\oj‘ Your own Science

Parliament on *
the need to
“say ‘yes' to
alternative

EXCQQOIS: In ‘Hxad“ The lists oft oﬂ advice

views, but not
alternative

Mv Sfrenqﬂx con %nve Bt
SAakequo.re, Measure For Measure Act /.

facts”.

I dare as well

Die as o‘ascoursa or sleep. On’q this ‘Feqrs me

The law will have 'H\a ,\or\or o'F our ends.

Have ot 'H\v life!

Skakesomre The Two Noble klASan, Ad’ 3.

i\ e
Come in,

Discourse is heavy, ‘Fqs'hna. When we Aave suppe ed,

We '/l mannerlu o’emw\ol 'H\ee of ﬂ\q s+oru-

S}\akespeare, Cqmbe/:ne Act 3.

BU\ wl\q"‘ meons qo'f‘ st thou Fo be r-e.)eo\seol'P

D’Scouf‘sa, I mr‘l'H\ee_, on 'H\

S)\o,kaspaare qu'f‘]: KII\CLHQI\FM Vi, Hc‘f‘]
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Arthur Miller,” she said.

“This has led to a lack of cultural
Tepresentation, she added,

The prescribed list of texts for
stodents sittIng the literatuce ex-
am pext year includes titles such as
William Golding’s Lord Of The
Files, John Wyndham's The Mid-
wich Cuckoos, and Shakespeare’s

ing the factors that .c"‘@g‘:lc;:hava led

They sald part of the problem Is
that patents and students thinkthe
subject fs difficult to score highly
in,and that fchaslittle practicalval-
ue. The selection of texts {s alsoun-
appealing to teens.

New Town Secondary Schoolstu-
dent Waynle Les, 16, decided to
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Everything But The Brain, and
‘Here and Beyond: 12 Storles, anarni-
thology of short storles edited by
wricer Cyril Wong.
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pants felt the list of prescribed
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. By STACEY CHIA

FEWER students are taking pure litera-
ture as a subject af,the O levels because of
- the availability of more subject options.
The perception that it is difficult to do
=well in literature is also another factor,
L~$aid Ms Indranee Rajah, Senior Minister
«.of State for Law and Education.
.. She was responding to questions from
tNominated Member of Parliament Janice
1-Koh'ori the huge drop in O-level pure liter-
--ature ¢andidates. 5 -

.3 Only about 3,000 students took the
subject last year, versus 16,970 in 1992.
b Ms Indranee said the decline needs to
[l:be understood in the context of “an educa-
Sitibn system responsive to a changing so-
r cial context” and which has offered more

- :choices over time. :

- The main reason for the drop in stu-
1-dents taking pure literature, as well as
geography and history, is linked tothe in-
£:troduction of Combined Humanities as a
subject in 2001, she added. For this com-
1pulsory subject, students take social stud-
- jes and choose from elective versions of
geography, history or literature.

97
ties subject different from the elective
-icomponent. Over the years, subjects such

.and economics have also been introduced
* ‘for students to choose from. = =

“More subjects to choose from,
5o fewer take pure literature

They can also choose a second humani-

-fas drama, physical education; computing:

Data from the Ministry of Education
shows. that, contrary to popular belief,
“performance in O-level literature has
-been consistently good”. ! =0y

Ms, Indranee said there has been a
slight upward trend in the pass rate of

pure literature, from 90 per cent in 2002 i/ 2
to 95 per cent last year. More'students are 17

scoring distinction grades — from 35 per
cent to 40.per cent in the same period.
Ms Koh also asked if the emphasis on
academic achievernents has led to schools)

" discouraging students “from taking up
softer subjects like the humanities”.

Ms Indranee’s response was that “even

if you take literature, there's an academic
grade attached to it”. While she hopes
" that schools are not putting pressure on
students regarding what subjects to take

or drop, she noted that the system allowy |

the students to choose.  °
Non-=Constituency Member of Parlia-|

" vide them with.

EIFY 2011 (actual) .
FY 2012 (iavised) -
A FY 2013 (budgeted) -

"THE DERATE
;IN 2 MINUTES

PARLIAMENT heard a range of
issues yesterday, from new
citizenship numbers to the spike in
dengue cases and the drastic fall in
the number of students taking
Literature. s

THE HIGHLIGHTS:

literature /lnaratfa(r)/ noun (uncount)

1 You use the term literature to refer to novels, poetry
and plays, especially if they have high artistic quality
that will ensure that they last; lialian literature
o medieval literature. 2 The literature on a subject is
all the books and articles about it: There is quite a lot
of literature available on the history of computers.
3 (informal) Literature is also printed leafiets which
advertise things or give you advice: The bank produces
literature advising customers of the services it can pro-

ment Yee Jenn Jong asked if the 11
number of students taking literature hag
led to a shortage of literature teachers.
Ms Indranee said there are enough teach-
ers but the ministry will boost the pool if
needed.

Separately, in 2 written response to Mg
Koh, Education Minister Heng Swee Kea

said the number of students taking purg :
geography and history had also fallen bed .«

tween 2001 and-last year.

{4 staceyc@sph.com.sg * :

“When T wander here ond Hhere
T +hen do most 90 rn'%kl':
I Hakers moy howe Jeawe Fo live,

And beos the sow-skin bud%ef,
Then my account T well may give.,

Willlgm -Shekespescs) The wWintars
To.z'&, Act 4’, scent 3,

7
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1 is acute, and I am ThankFful For 11 .

William Shakespeare; Love's Labor’s Lost, Act 4, 1564-]6l6

£, 4
ol” Tof mg, '{"/‘qi iy ;_C/-\c:

“Wkel\e-ver & oGH‘emp‘f‘ to frome a SfmF'Q idea of Fime,
abstracted From The succession of ideas Ln my miad,
which flows w\ff-‘ormf-ﬂ, ond Is Par'ch‘Pad*zal ima all” beinos,
I am )OS"f' ond eerou\ ec;{ In :‘ne.x'fm'ca&le diFfrecultles,

G-eor%e Berkele«j; The Principle of Humon Know/eolae, 1710

"
. wage is the only Instrument of science, and

words ore but signg of The ideas. -
Samuel Toknson; ])ﬁc‘/‘f'm\or:a, pref., 1755

A\
Time Is owur czhsc"ousness of +the succession of ldeas
In our mind.

P. B. Shelly; Queen Mab, Notes, 1813

L
The %rea:f‘ Ahcvol'ﬁui'f:s in educoation is o %e:f‘ ex'/:erfence

Ob\/+ o ;AQ‘O\S,
&eorcée Sontayana; Life 0f Redson, 1, 1905
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Didn'+ Slxovkes'paare know what print br;rx%s Yo the mc,zrkd~piace?12> be._.read
“Wa}l‘k we ’For"H\, even +o the mw/<e.+—p/ace, %
Wi i oumn SIwa,keAs‘/:e,are; julius CO\QSCLF, Act 3, Scene |.

W
To +he marke+—P/ace! P
.YOM l\ave Pu+ me nowd ‘,'o Suc/\ [oN ou"f'

Wi liam SI\astPearQ; Coriolanus, Act 3, Scene 2.
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legedacollce shop in Ang Mo Kio
wasselling*man-made eggs from
China”,

The consequerices of fake news go
beyanddollars and cents to the- very
desriny of nations. In the United

is o, some vaters for Remain
of Leave voted on the basis of

informacion bier foundto be false

he grest Roman orator, said:
oL 3s fire dropped upon w:

Theanswertohis question -
hether fatsehoods wither and die
hea exposediothe light of truth -
.of course, not Lics thrive and

en presented wicha different set
facrs, people m:
istegard these facts or find ways
find new faces that suppon thewr
e-existing ideas. This
onficmation biasis well tested and
betaken inig consideration
whenswe make che mackerplace
argunent.

T PHOTO ONG WEE K hﬂ:v’w:mmlcuirvlng our online
- that ean barm Singapore
Proposed take news iy requitesdeep discussion.

Giving the lie to the =i

« theneediobal

¢ , 5 4 | R e
marketplace ofideas .
Ministee for Foreign Affalrs, said in
aspeechiofore
Ptk g
| Beimephy s indepengenecet
. |,
P 1 b 1 - “Evenilwe : b v line., & h‘l\‘l’u“mﬂlwi«l’lb_ﬂ
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process efsieving delbersce online falsehodds Clearly, i s p S
out falsehioods 8 : y e there.Instead, Gy
online. o d " mall highly
i Glsehoods. 2 , b inures 1 is mive
i ot soerteres bing ‘. "dara"we " kg m‘»hnl,llnmwwgnlllvx
i Aovdiscussionol fake news rx:.“"t“ B le hebed § :ﬂ 014, Even Indeed, these days,a tie can travel
= e Ty | iz
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Aswithso muchinpolicymaldng. | population. They may think“here ;::h:e‘- th SodJassn x ety et
o hanaby FairPrice, 1} year,the Agri-Food H
. Indeed, the s 2 " nm%“ deby
A
Go tell the Jords o’ +he cH‘g I am here:
Deliver +hem Hhis poper: ;\an% read iT,
Bid +hem repoir to the marke+~f>lace; where T,
Even in theirs and in the commons ' ears,
. /
Will vouch the Fruth of it.
Willioum S/\oJ(QSf)Q_aJ'Q,' Coriolanus, Act 5, Scene 6.
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MPs’ views

Concerns over where to draw
the line in fighting fake news

1ake into sccount their naturs and
theintention behind them.

Mr Shanmugam noted Mr Kol's
point that fake news is used to di-
vide and mislead society, and his

question on how this segues into bi-
Aml comumentay

Inresponse, he. said that strongly
held viewpoints based on inaccura-
ciesisone kind of falschood.

However,its impact would be dif-
ferent from deliberate, torgeted
fake news, and these are matters
thatshouldbe cansidered.

During yesterday’s debare, Nomi~
nated MP

was passed unanimously by sll 80

als who want to have "meaningful
MPspresentyesterday. I In-

Combating falsehood not contrary

to freedom of speech: Shanmugam

This 10-MP Select Comumirtes
will come up with countermea-
sures, which could include legisla-

cluding government policies”, and
also that of the media to report on
such marters.

that users should be equipped to
be the first line of defence agalnst

WSS i i e o0 st
To tackle fake news, several MPs

Seow Bei Yi tion, against the threat of sich Mr Seah Kian Pang (Marine Pa-
L ews. rade GRC) noted that the.extent of :bo stressed the nced to educate
Nominated MP Kok Heog Leun “requires w
Fight fak the need to define CLEARINGTHEAT deep discussion”, “We may may o end u) said that wsuuon
online news, M:mbus of Parlia-  whata deliberate hhehood isand o freezing freespeech online,"he. 1{ dm\llﬂ bl A part nl: “wider, m
ment yesterday debated the topic d, butlegic- Keeping wlmn.llnvedyuh:dm,my mu) ;zd ippmd: w)-ua
mere {b draw d'.h line that bn,:te.,:mnl;::' sd:qu:ln ofourdiscourse enables ﬂm mﬁe-:ﬂlwhrdsodzdhww . EY z
not be erosse le also cal fora. at. e res - ari cern i Mrﬁans Rajaram
One of the questions posed was:  existing Jaws. These Include the Teedom of speechtobe e e adied that education can st 33
How does Singapore ensure that Act - whee~ Ms Lea Bee Wah
new laws: to tackle online false-  Jnowingly mansmitting a false mes-" % suggested that the Select Com-  Mr Chrhmph:y de Sopza (unl-
, 9 mittee pay attention to whether  land-Bulit Timah GRC) add
zens’rightsto freespeech? - and the Protection lmm Harass~ any proposed measures wi si- 'Wbaxblmpmuu hdlsummu-g
;‘llﬁ do v:,y" ish those whichal- " sl len(c and crities of
who knowingly create or Wmd g0 rbing  PIRICSHARHUGAM, Hiri -zmpmxin. uple to disgern
& from those who ! ood "‘ ! Aftalts and Min lmtgmm. MrShanmugamsald  between trul p m‘ of
are just expressing :kapi.nlnnﬂ” revious case where founders of is not con- . m uu
asked Ms Sun Xueling (Pasir The Real Singapore weze jailed for a trary to the exercise of freedom ot “Only then, can we increase o
Punggal Gl g struc di speech. He added: “In fact, keeping  resistance to e
She was responding td a motion  *This demonstrates that our cur- lng.vmcr_ﬁ, added Mr Kok. falsehoods out of our discourse of falsehor
moved by Home Affairs and Law  rent existing laws and provisions He called for the Select Coramit-  enables l‘rudnm of h to be
Minister K. Sh: to form a b tee to balance the interests of pro-  meaningfully ex byseow@sph.comsg
Select Coramittee to examine the  “We b handed p He added th:( in
problem of online falsthoeds. This  approach that will root out con-  ord ivid there may be amed m SEEPARUAMENT BAES

"Nome +he verg crown of falsehood.

When we read the news

“Fewer Lit studentx o unrn&-'ng

ol H o,

Willicm Sk-kupznrq, Troilas And Creseida, At 4, Scene 2.

Tkg devil can cite Seripture for Ais purpose,
An evil soul rroJuclA% ‘\nlsj witaess,

Is like a villain with a smilia

cheek,

A goodly apple rotten af the Keart.

Yrend “(The e Tomes =

W. Shok

"We Yurned o'er mank begks ‘hm'_f/\u-

re : The Pecchent OF Venics, At 4, feane I,

o't The Merchont

0 what'a “"'3 outside Falsehood l\.\‘H\ : ?S‘\“'I' s, °"'°‘"J“l with 0“)'4 Shal
w:”:nm Shokespeare; The Merchadt OF Venice, Act I, Scene3. Off Veni efinl i - i y =
“Yea, let thim sasy, Fo stick Ha heart of falschood.” T ok A it [T
William shakespeare; Trollus find Cresside, Act3, Scene 2. T £33 The T/ Gatmen 0F Yer ™

“Trul

; as a man of falrehood mn.y.

Wi llom S’\Jufurl, ot T, Kwa Henry IV, At 2, Scene ).

" How c-:.rd:ul was I, when I ook my way,
Each trifle under truest bars to Fheuct,

That to my use

it m:%kf unused stay

From hands of falsehood, in sure wnrdr of Heust "
william sl\qk“f!'.ql'(_’ Sonnets, Paragreph xLviN,

I %aunsay my deed, how may Ae wound,
And worﬂ\.ly, my falsehood! e o5 mauch
As you have done my Hru Th.”

William Shakespeare; King Henry VNI, Act 1, Scane kS

% See’ Yyou mow
Your bait of ‘Fa’m;\unJ Fake this carp of Hrut-h.
Bnd Hhus do we of wisdom and of reach,
With windlasses and with assays of Lm:,
By Indirections find dicections out. "

William Shakespeare Hamlet, Act 2, Scene 1.

“ba i+ ‘Frn.dta,
or, by our Larto:h\ux w\d Hhe grace of it,
Whick is our honor, bifter Forture xk,u
Winnow the truth from falechuod.

willlam fl\oJ(t_vPearv., Cla.mkt.,us(, Act S, Scene S,

“Mine_wiece the. vecy ciphec of £ o Punchion.”

1. shokespecre; Muu'un For_Measgure, Act 2, Seene 2.

vh)‘.n al;-_cip)\;rx Hhem? 3

We Shakesprere ; The (oo«u)-:l of Ecrors, Act S, Scepe |

"Mos sholk Jp i

W-Shokespeare; The Winter’s Tele

Bd’ 4 Scene 4

"You are sing, lod facth to try expecimedts £

W-Skukeskz.re i Titos PRI

At 2, Scene 2

o 2 you Fhick fit, or Hhat i+ oy be done

7

G’nvr. me_aodvactoae of some T e

oFhelia

L8

Aet 3, Scene |

W. Shokes
¥

o 7
Put uonr discourse leto some Frame

W. Shak:

e

Horlet, At 2, Scone2

Seh.

Is n'aH' ap to this day did_ngt provide the students
with ot Hhe baoks (and discource-Frame for

le) co

how ore the studests n.au\q 3o have a preperdiscourse

done on the

biect of- ﬁg;gl\gaa and 50 0 ond 50 forth?

MPs’ suggestions

Fines, fact¥checkers education among ideas to fight scourge‘ ,.m.,m::'::?s‘""

W2 education efforts, nearly all
MPs unled for media liceracy

Thaaletchimi sald stu-

18

ﬂ:msgglnrn t0 spot cues to un-
u:yg ‘misinf5rmation and question
NgJunSen mittee, comprlsing 10 MPs, to ana-  move such unlawful content. »s; smmeumlmmdw (NMP) ﬁuun:snp ;‘mm such s q.h- .Mwuml, instead of sim:
< b 3 b et AL
c ind che Checking  Network, or  “Eventu y, ‘we hope to culti-
y la- “The Euwopean Union, UK s -nd Mr Kok said: “As the woxld be- FactCheckorg"headded. vate a ition with 2 healthy
Members of yest tion. \E France are comes more complex, no one per- _NMP Ganu Ra}tnm urged the  scepticism of online information,”
on ways to tacle, if not terminate, recent government document take-down laws” said Mx quy sonor to have consider marshal-  sheadded.
the growing scourge of deliberate rdledeha Green Paper, which sets  wh £thy f everyone contrib-  ing social nudh influencers toget  Mr Henry Kwek (Nee Soon GRC)
i of action, the word out swiftly when a piece  suggested the committee commis-
‘These inchude imposing fines on lndudhgpolicymm\xus The pa- Zeahndtakesa differentap-  NMP MahdevMohan called fora  of newsisfake. slon "detailed and prolooged stud-
websites that do not remove fake  per also gave actions taken by proach. Its Harmful Digital Com- _ network of fact-checkers to be Il ko y
content, using university students  other countries. munications Act allows the courts ~ formed tocorrettandreport misin-  own Prime Minister is one of the  ans consume news and l\w‘mdzl
as independent fact-checkers and  Mr Zaqy Mohamad (Chua Chu  ‘to order a right of reply, or to cor-  formation onsoclal media. . biggest social media ai;
introducing -critical -thinking~in - Kong GRE) suggested thatthe Gov- - rectfalse statementsaboutindivid- - vunlw—mumed«h-b !h:»Guv- Ms-Kwek-said:*A clear.und
schools’ curriculum to develop a  emment examine laws that coun-  uals, headded. followers, th hoal
generation with a “healthy scepti-  tiessuchasGermanyandNewZea- M Seah Kian Peog (Marjne Pa-  sites “to reduce or eliminate the fi- hm-wxaermn.-huxd. terns will be necessary 1 help us
cismofonline information™ land have enacted to'take down  radeGl togenerate fake  Stressing the of im- olic e
The burst 6f ideas came alter 3 false conterit. Comuni 3 : medmeiy comecting fake news  anceahealthy discourse withneces-
.move by Law Minfster K. Shan-  Germany's- law against hate Hesofsocialmediaandtechcompa-  "These networks can be state- _that could trigger mationwide saryintesvention”
mugam to get parliamentary per-  specch, known as nies, as well as edurating people o driven, such as the panic, Mr -
mission to assemble a Select Com-  its government ta order sites to re-  discernwhatis fake news. owned website Factually, or medi h comsg
IS cm S . S ¥ .
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\\Whod‘ news amono Pha meribadtel”
Wil am Si\aJQSFQ,MQ,‘ The Marchont of Venice, Act 3, Scenc |.

W
No news OF ‘H\Qn\, wl\ 50? MO‘ I knrow ho+

l'\ow much IS s'oe.m" i~ 'H\Q 5‘eou‘c}\-”

Wi lltom S/\akes‘fae,a.r‘e.,' The Merchant o[i \/L%fce, Aet 32 Scana |,
W

T howe better news 1n store For You
Thown You QX,aec‘l’: unseal This letter soon,
There Yo shalt £ind.”

W 11 ey Sluxkeslolo\fe,' The, Maschant o Vealer, Act S; Scane /.

In oll those reak-life stories Fhot we can see ,oraceeal.'n% n
The aloua-‘i‘o-daxa news, for example when we read More subjects
To choose from, s0 Fewer take pure literature “(The Straits Times
- Fclbruafla 26,2013) and read “"Fewer Li+ sTudents a worrﬁ;r\ +trend”
(The Staits Times - August 24,201), is it not evident that (with

'H\e aJ\m,\od s,aznd,':\% o‘F Lf”:’oh_s) SO’MQLoofua Mus'l' S'Hl/ do 'H\g wor‘k’
ond deal with those real-|ife ;:,fues? Found, in Fea\a(o'n%:—

W
We Furned o'er mony books "'o%e‘H\zr: he is Furnished
wiTh my oPI'r\:'m\.
Wi eumn Sj\akufﬁﬂ\fe,' TJ\Q Merchont of Vq,\,'cel Act 4—, Scene /.

Students , with anha Shakespeare's “The Mercharnt of Venice') cannot read:-

1

i Lua letters shall direct your course.
William Shokespeore; Part I, K:ﬂ% Heary 1V, Act 1, Scene 3.

“I‘F you think fit, or +hat i+ mauy be done,
Give me advantage of some brief discourse.
Wi Il am S/\mkureou"e,‘ Othelle, Act 3, Scene 2.

L))
Put discourse lato some Frame.

Wi ilTaum SAo\ke_;fe,oJ‘e,‘ Hamlet, Act 3, Scene 2.

i

The latent ldeas are presest, in the words read. To dote, did +he
Schools Proviale the students with all +he books needed ? What aboul
the letters? Fhe discourse-frame and so on and so forth? Without
the basics in place, can the readers Aave o proper discourse dhone
on The sal\'\e.cf of "folsehood” or "A;’s’f‘ar«a" or “art’or any sther one
of the hundreds of course-subjects prepared - ready for discourse?

.
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