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PRESENT: 
 

Mr SPEAKER (Mr Tan Chuan-Jin (Marine Parade)). 
 

Mr AMRIN AMIN (Sembawang), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs and 
Ministry of Health. 

 
Mr ANG HIN KEE (Ang Mo Kio). 

Mr ANG WEI NENG (Jurong). 

Mr BAEY YAM KENG (Tampines), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Transport and 
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth. 

 
Miss CHERYL CHAN WEI LING (Fengshan). 

 
Mr CHAN CHUN SING (Tanjong Pagar), Minister for Trade and Industry. 

 
Mr CHEE HONG TAT (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Trade and Industry 
and Ministry of Education. 

 
Mr CHEN SHOW MAO (Aljunied). 

Miss CHENG LI HUI (Tampines). 

Dr CHIA SHI-LU (Tanjong Pagar). 

Mr CHARLES CHONG (Punggol East), Deputy Speaker. 

Mr CHONG KEE HIONG (Bishan-Toa Payoh). 

Mr DESMOND CHOO (Tampines). 

Mr DARRYL DAVID (Ang Mo Kio). 

Mr CHRISTOPHER DE SOUZA (Holland-Bukit Timah). 

Mr ARASU DURAISAMY (Nominated Member). 

Mr CEDRIC FOO CHEE KENG (Pioneer). 
 

Mr DOUGLAS FOO (Nominated Member). 
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Ms FOO MEE HAR (West Coast). 
 

Ms GRACE FU HAI YIEN (Yuhua), Minister for Culture, Community and Youth and Leader of the 
House. 

 
Mr GAN KIM YONG (Chua Chu Kang), Minister for Health. 

Mr GAN THIAM POH (Ang Mo Kio). 

Mr GOH CHOK TONG (Marine Parade). 
 

Assoc Prof DANIEL GOH PEI SIONG (Non-Constituency Member). 
 

Mr HENG CHEE HOW (Jalan Besar), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Defence. 

Mr HENG SWEE KEAT (Tampines), Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance. 

Mr TERENCE HO WEE SAN (Nominated Member). 

Ms INDRANEE RAJAH (Tanjong Pagar), Minister, Prime Minister's Office, Second Minister for 
Finance and Second Minister for Education. 

 
Dr INTAN AZURA MOKHTAR (Ang Mo Kio). 

 
Mr S ISWARAN (West Coast), Minister for Communications and Information and Minister-in-
charge of Trade Relations. 

 
Dr JANIL PUTHUCHEARY (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Transport and 
Ministry of Communications and Information and Government Whip. 

 
Mr KHAW BOON WAN (Sembawang), Coordinating Minister for Infrastructure and Minister for 
Transport. 

 
Dr AMY KHOR LEAN SUAN (Hong Kah North), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of the 
Environment and Water Resources and Ministry of Health. 

 
Dr KOH POH KOON (Ang Mo Kio), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Trade and Industry. 

 
Mr KWEK HIAN CHUAN HENRY (Nee Soon). 

 
Dr LAM PIN MIN (Sengkang West), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Health and Ministry of 
Transport. 

 
Er Dr LEE BEE WAH (Nee Soon). 

 
Mr DESMOND LEE (Jurong), Minister for Social and Family Development and Second Minister for 
National Development and Deputy Leader of the House. 

 
Mr LEE HSIEN LOONG (Ang Mo Kio), Prime Minister. 

Mr LEE YI SHYAN (East Coast). 

Mr LIANG ENG HWA (Holland-Bukit Timah). 
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Mr LIM BIOW CHUAN (Mountbatten), Deputy Speaker. 

Mr LIM HNG KIANG (West Coast). 

Prof LIM SUN SUN (Nominated Member). 

Ms SYLVIA LIM (Aljunied). 

Dr LIM WEE KIAK (Sembawang). 

Mr LOW THIA KHIANG (Aljunied). 

Ms LOW YEN LING (Chua Chu Kang), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Manpower. 

 
Mr MASAGOS ZULKIFLI B M M (Tampines), Minister for the Environment and Water Resources 
and Minister-in-charge of Muslim Affairs. 

 
Dr MOHAMAD MALIKI BIN OSMAN (East Coast), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Defence 
and Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 
Mr MOHAMED IRSHAD (Nominated Member). 

 
Mr MUHAMAD FAISAL ABDUL MANAP (Aljunied). 

 
Assoc Prof Dr MUHAMMAD FAISHAL IBRAHIM (Nee Soon), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Education and Ministry of Social and Family Development. 

 
Mr MURALI PILLAI (Bukit Batok). 

Dr LILY NEO (Jalan Besar). 

Mr NG CHEE MENG (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Minister, Prime Minister's Office. 

Mr LOUIS NG KOK KWANG (Nee Soon). 

Ms ANTHEA ONG (Nominated Member).  

Mr ONG TENG KOON (Marsiling-Yew Tee). 

Mr ONG YE KUNG (Sembawang), Minister for Education. 

Ms JOAN PEREIRA (Tanjong Pagar). 

Mr LEON PERERA (Non-Constituency Member). 

Ms DENISE PHUA LAY PENG (Jalan Besar). 

Mr PNG ENG HUAT (Hougang). 

Mr PRITAM SINGH (Aljunied). 

Ms RAHAYU MAHZAM (Jurong). 

Mr SAKTIANDI SUPAAT (Bishan-Toa Payoh). 

Mr SEAH KIAN PENG (Marine Parade). 
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Mr K SHANMUGAM (Nee Soon), Minister for Home Affairs and Minister for Law. 
 

Ms SIM ANN (Holland-Bukit Timah), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Communications and 
Information and Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth and Deputy Government Whip. 

 
Ms SUN XUELING (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs 
and Ministry of National Development. 

 
Mr DENNIS TAN LIP FONG (Non-Constituency Member). 

Ms JESSICA TAN SOON NEO (East Coast). 

Mr SAM TAN CHIN SIONG (Radin Mas), Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Ministry of Social and Family Development. 

 
Dr TAN WU MENG (Jurong), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Ministry of Trade and Industry. 

 
Mr PATRICK TAY TECK GUAN (West Coast). 

 
Mr TEO CHEE HEAN (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Senior Minister and Coordinating Minister for National 
Security. 

 
Dr TEO HO PIN (Bukit Panjang). 

 
Mrs JOSEPHINE TEO (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Minister for Manpower and Second Minister for Home 
Affairs. 

 
Mr TEO SER LUCK (Pasir Ris-Punggol). 

 
Mr THARMAN SHANMUGARATNAM (Jurong), Senior Minister and Coordinating Minister for 
Social Policies. 

 
Assoc Prof WALTER THESEIRA (Nominated Member). 

Ms TIN PEI LING (MacPherson). 

Mr EDWIN TONG CHUN FAI (Marine Parade), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and 
Ministry of Health. 

 
Mr VIKRAM NAIR (Sembawang). 

 
Dr VIVIAN BALAKRISHNAN (Holland-Bukit Timah), Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

 
Mr LAWRENCE WONG (Marsiling-Yew Tee), Minister for National Development and Second 
Minister for Finance. 

 
Prof YAACOB IBRAHIM (Jalan Besar). 

 
Mr ALEX YAM ZIMING (Marsiling-Yew Tee). 

Mr YEE CHIA HSING (Chua Chu Kang). 
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Ms YIP PIN XIU (Nominated Member). 
 

Mr MELVIN YONG YIK CHYE (Tanjong Pagar). 

Mr ZAINAL SAPARI (Pasir Ris-Punggol). 

Mr ZAQY MOHAMAD (Chua Chu Kang), Minister of State, Ministry of National Development and 
Ministry of Manpower and Deputy Government Whip. 

 
 
 

ABSENT: 

 
Prof FATIMAH LATEEF (Marine Parade). 

Mr LIM SWEE SAY (East Coast). 

Dr NG ENG HEN (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Minister for Defence. 

Ms IRENE QUAY SIEW CHING (Nominated Member). 

Mr SITOH YIH PIN (Potong Pasir). 
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1 Papers presented to Parliament and received by the Clerk of Parliament pursuant to 
Standing Order No. 31 (Presentation of Papers) and ordered to lie upon the Table: 

 
1.1 Protection from Harassment (Prescribed Internet Intermediaries and Others) 

Regulations 2020 – Presented on 3 April 2020 (S. L. 792 of 2020). 
 

1.2 Protection from Harassment (Temporary Exemption) Order 2020 – Presented on 3 
April 2020 (S. L. 793 of 2020). 

 

1.3 Protection from Harassment (Exempt Class of Persons) (Amendment) Order 2020 – 
Presented on 3 April 2020 (S. L. 794 of 2020). 

 

1.4 Rules of Court (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2020 – Presented on 3 April 2020          
(S. L. 795 of 2020). 

 
2 Announcement by Speaker – Mr Speaker made the following communication to the House:- 

 
 "Hon Members, our fathers lived through years of deprivation and suffering during the 

Second World War. But they emerged hardened and determined to throw off the shackles of 
not only the Japanese, but also of British colonial rule. From these tribulations began the 
journey to Independence, to build a new and sovereign home we call Singapore. 

 
Through the years, we have faced numerous setbacks and grave challenges. We have 
weathered them all and have emerged stronger.  

 
COVID-19 will be a challenge like no other we have experienced in our lifetime and possibly 
in the short 55 years as a nation. COVID-19 will define our generation. 

 
Years from now, people will ask, where were you? What did you do? Did we hoard – again? 
Did we reach out to someone in need? Did we rail against the inconvenience of staying at 
home? Did we gather at malls and clubs for one last party? Or did we hunker down and make 
the most of it to contribute and comfort where we could online? Work out new solutions. 
Learn and stay curious. Or just to spend more time with our family and loved ones.  

 
Did we rise to the call to be, really, one united people? Did we gripe and be gripped by fear, 
or did we choose to learn and grow as a person? As a people.   

 
What new journeys will these tribulations set us on?  

 
Will COVID-19 make us a better and stronger Singapore? Or is this that pivotal moment, 
where we begin to be relegated to be a footnote in history?  

 
All of us here are balancing at this very point. In the space of one and a half months, we are 
meeting again to discuss yet another Budget. It is upon us Parliamentarians to lead in this 
critical time both within this Chamber, and outside in our community. We must robustly 
debate and properly pass the laws and any supplementary funds the Government requires to 
act in protecting our fellow Singaporeans. It is therefore essential that Parliament Sittings 
continue. 

 
We are sitting during extraordinary times. We are also sitting physically farther apart from 
one another than ever before, literally rising to the occasion, all the way up the rafters in the 
public galleries. But we must remember that even as we safe-distance ourselves, we need to 
be nationally closer, to be of one heart and one mind in dealing with the challenges at hand.  
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We also need to be socially closer to our citizens, to hear and speak their voices here, to 
provide them comfort, hope and confidence. 

 
I echo our President in saying this to all of us here and to all our fellow Singaporeans. 

 
What we choose to say and do now will define us for the tomorrows to come. As individuals. 
As a society. As a nation.  

 
Who we choose to stand with, and walk with today, will define us for the ages. As a people. 
As Singaporeans.  

 
Together, let us walk this journey and write this chapter of our story to the very best of our 
ability.  

 
So that years from now, in better times – and those times will come – we can look back at 
this epic period and share our tales of strife, of struggle and triumph with our little ones. 
Majulah Singapura!" 

 

3 9 Questions for Oral Answer were answered during Question Time. 
 

4 Ministerial Statement – Additional Support Measures in Response to Elevated Safe 
Distancing Measures – (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance). 

 
5 Additional Support Measures in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic – (Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister for Finance) – Question again proposed on resumption of Debate, "That the 
Ministerial Statement on Additional Support Measures in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic 
be considered by Parliament."; Debate resumed. 

 
6 Exempted Business – (Deputy Leader of the House) – Motion made, and Question put – 

Resolved, "That the proceedings on the business set down on the Order Paper for today be 
exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order No. 2.". 

 
7 Additional Support Measures in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic – (Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister for Finance) – Debate resumed on Question, "That the Ministerial Statement on 
Additional Support Measures in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic be considered by 
Parliament.". 

 
8 Adjournment of Debate – (Deputy Leader of the House) – Motion made, and Question put – 

Resolved, "That the debate be now adjourned.". Debate to be resumed Tomorrow. 
 
9  Adjournment – (Deputy Leader of the House) – Resolved, "That Parliament do now adjourn 

to 10.00 am tomorrow.". 
 

 

Adjourned at 8.27 pm 
 

 
 
 

TAN CHUAN-JIN, 
Speaker 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Mr Speaker will take the Chair again at 10.00 am on Tuesday, 7 April 2020. 


