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Mr Gan Kim Yong is the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade and Industry. He is 
concurrently the Chairman of the Monetary Authority of Singapore and is responsible for the 
Strategy Group in the Prime Minister’s Office, where he oversees the National Climate Change 
Secretariat and the National Population and Talent Division.  In addition, Mr Gan is a member 
of the Research, Innovation and Enterprise Council and the National Research Foundation 
Board.  
 
Mr Gan entered politics in 2001. He has held positions in the Ministry of Education, Ministry 
of Manpower and Ministry of Health. He also helmed the Ministerial Committee on Ageing, 
to drive the formulation and implementation of ageing policies in Singapore, and co-chaired 
the Multi-Ministry Taskforce on COVID-19 from 2020 to 2023, which directed and coordinated 
Singapore’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.    
 
Mr Gan started his career in the Singapore Civil Service at the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
and the Ministry of Home Affairs. In 1989, he left the civil service for the private sector and 
joined NatSteel Ltd as a manager for Corporate Planning. He was promoted to Executive Vice 
President of NatSteel and CEO of NatSteel Resorts International and NatSteel Properties in 
1996. In 2005, he became the CEO and President of NatSteel.  
 
Mr Gan was awarded the Overseas Merit Scholarship to read Engineering in Cambridge 
University and graduated with a bachelor’s degree (honours) in 1981. Mr Gan subsequently 
obtained his master’s degree in Engineering from Cambridge University in 1985. 
 
Born in 1959, Mr Gan is married with two daughters. 
 

 


